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Lesson Plan
The instru ctor should iden tify guidelines for

accept a ble borrowing and appropri a te language for
borrowi n g, and devel op a list of po s s i ble items for
borrowi n g.

Ac tivi ty 1: Ask stu den t s : How many of you have ever
b o rrowed so m ething from someone? Did that perso n
wi ll i n gly let you borrow it? Did you re ceive any spe ci a l
i n s tru ctions as to how to handle or take care of t h e
i tem? Did you re a lly need to borrow the item , or did
you just want to use or pl ay with it? Did you take good
c a re of the item while you used or pl ayed with it? Was it
in the same co n d i tion wh en you retu rn ed it as it wa s
wh en you borrowed it? Have you ever loa n ed anyt h i n g
to someone? Did they take care of i t ?

Permit several stu dents to answer each qu e s ti on .
Pace the lesson based on stu dent re s pon s e s . Di s c u s s
qu e s ti ons as needed .

Ac tivi ty 2: Tell stu den t s : Begin to think of t h i n gs you
m i ght need to borrow from someone who might be
wi lling to loan them to you . Af ter a few minute s , c re-
a te a list on the boa rd or on paper for all to see .
Accept all re a s on a ble answers . In the same manner,
h ave the stu dents cre a te a list of i tems that should

not be borrowed or loa n ed to others , or on ly bor-
rowed from or loa n ed to specific peop l e .

Po s s i ble items for borrowing inclu de pen c i l s ,
c rayon s , p a per, toys , va rious tools (ru l er, era s er ) ,
rad i o s , boo k s , m a ga z i n e s , bi c ycl e s , and food item s
( su ch as an egg, su ga r, m i l k , and bre ad ) .

Po s s i ble items not for borrowing inclu de too t h-
bru s h e s , combs or bru s h e s , h a t s , s ome cl o t h i n g
i tem s , m ed i c i n e , m on ey, and items of great sen ti-
m ental or mon et a ry va lu e .

Po s s i ble people to borrow from or loan items to
i n clu de paren t s , bro t h ers ,s i s ters , cl a s s m a te s , f ri en d s ,
rel a tive s , and te ach ers .

Tell stu den t s : We all need some guidelines to foll ow
wh en ever we borrow item s . Can you think of some? I
wi ll wri te down your su gge s ti o n s , and we wi ll cre a te
our own list of f ive or six rules to use wh en borrowi n g .

Some po s s i ble rules or guidelines might be :

1 . G ive a clear ex p l a n a ti on of why you need to bor-
row the item .

2 . Be co u rteo u s .

3 . Set a time wh en the item wi ll be retu rn ed .

4 . Promise to treat the item properly and to clean it
i f it gets dirty.

5 . Promise to keep it safe and in good con d i ti on .

R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y

GRADE: FIRST

Core Cu rri c u lu m : Su pp l em ents social stu d i e s

Foc u s : Social skill s ,i n terpers onal skill s

Overvi ew: Every indivi dual needs to beh ave in a soc i a lly re s pon s i ble manner. To do that, one must firs t
i den tify what con s ti tutes su ch beh avi or and then work to master those attri bute s . These skills wi ll be
va lu a ble thro u gh o ut life , h elping to smooth the way in work situ a ti on s , business rel a ti on s h i p s , f ri en d-
s h i p s , and other important rel a ti on s h i p s . S h owing soc i a lly re s pon s i ble beh avi or helps to make one 
a de s i ra ble com p a n i on and fri en d .

G oa l : S tu dents wi ll learn to iden tify items that are accept a ble for borrowing or loa n i n g, and from
wh om it is accept a ble to borrow or loan item s .

Ma teri a l s : The activi ty sheets for this lesson can be found in the stu dent work boo k . Pen c i l s , and crayon s

Fa m i l y / Home Ac tivi ty: The family / h ome activi ty can also be found in the stu dent work book and is
for each stu dent to take home to do with their paren t / g u a rd i a n .
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Ac tivi ty 3: Ask stu den t s : If someone loans an item to
you , h ow should you treat it? Accept all re a s on a bl e
a n s wers and list them for stu dents to see .

Some po s s i ble rules or guidelines might be

1 . Keep your word or any promises you make .

2 . Ch eck the item caref u lly before retu rning it to
m a ke certain it is all there , and that it isn’t bro-
ken or dirty.

3 . Retu rn the item wh en you said you wo u l d — on
ti m e .

4 . Retu rn the item to the pers on you borrowed it
f rom ; don’t give it to som eone else to retu rn for
yo u .

5 . Ma ke certain you thank the pers on who loa n ed
you the item .

Ac tivi ty 4: Di s tri bute the activi ty sheets or have them
get it from the stu dent work boo k . Have the stu den t s
co l or the pictu res of the items accept a ble for bor-
rowing or loa n i n g.

Ref l ec ti on : Ask stu den t s : Who can borrow toys or
su pplies? W hy? Who can lend toys or su pplies? W hy ?
Explain the kind of c a re need ed for borrowed item s .
Explain how you fe el wh en someone retu rns a bor-
rowed item and it is damaged . Explain how you fe el
wh en someone retu rns a borrowed item and it is in
excell ent co n d i ti o n . How would you fe el if you acci-
d en t a lly broke or lost a borrowed item.? What shou l d
you do if you break or lose a borrowed item? W hy ?

Recogn i ti on : See “Cl a s s room In s tru cti on s ,” p a ge 5,
for inform a ti on rega rding recogn i ti on s .

No te : This lesson plan was taken from Li fe Cen tered
Edu c a tion: Co m petency Units for Personal Soci a l
Sk i ll s; Le s s on 12.51.4A12; Donn E. Bro l i n , 1 9 9 2 .
Re s ton , Va . : The Council for Excepti onal Ch i l d ren .
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FA M I LY/HOME AC T I V I TY

T h e m e : Being Responsible

G ra d e : F i r s t

Dear parent/guardian, here is a character-building activity to do with
your child as part of the school’s Learning for Life program. It reinforces
the Learning for Life lesson that was taught in the classroom.

Directions: Have your child discuss with your family possible rules for
borrowing in your family. With your child, decide on some rules that
everyone can follow, and have your child create a poster of the rules. 
He or she should hang it where everyone can see it. 

Goal: Young children will understand that when they bor-
row something from someone they must be responsible
for that item.

Activity: Borrower’s rules

Materials: Markers, crayons, poster board
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