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Learning for Life Reading TAKS Curriculum Support Process 
Developed by Keith Mahler 

 
 

I. Testing Requirements for Reading TAKS by Grade Level: 
 

A. Reviewed grade level Reading TAKS Objectives and Specifications measured on grade level TAKS exams: 
 

1. Student expectations being tested 
2. Grade level reading selections in TAKS exams  

 
B. Reviewed grade level Reading TAKS exams available from the Texas Education Agency: 
 

1. Type and number of questions 
2. Type and number of reading selections 
3. Genres of reading selections 

 
II. Learning for Life curriculum lessons and reading selections by category: 

 
A. Reviewed grade level lessons by category to best match lessons to Reading TAKS preparation 

 
B. Reviewed grade level reading selections by category to best match reading selections to Reading TAKS preparation 

 
III. Development of Learning for Life TAKS Reading curriculum support document by grade level: 

 
A. Recommended by grade level Learning for Life lessons with the best connection to Reading TAKS objectives and specifications 

 
B. Recommended by grade level Learning for Life reading selections with the best connection to Reading TAKS objectives and specifications. 

All recommended reading selections are available from the Tom Green County Library System. 
 

C. Highlighted by grade level Reading TAKS Objectives and Specifications supported by Learning for Life lessons and reading selections 
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Learning for Life Curriculum Support for Grade 6 
Reading (TAKS) 

 

I. Learning for Life Categories and Lessons: 
 

A. Category: Respect 
1. Lesson—Ethnic Heritage 
2. Lesson—World Cultures 
 

B. Category: Responsibility 
1. Lesson—Being Responsible 
2. Lesson—Choosing What’s Right For Me 
3. Lesson—Making Good Decisions 
4. Lesson—Prepared For Today 
 

C. Category: Honesty/Trust 
1. Lesson—Code of Ethics 
2. Lesson—When People Lie To Me 
 

D. Category: Caring/Fairness 
1. Lesson—Importance of the Family 
2. Lesson—Understanding People with Special 

Needs 
 

E. Category: Perseverance 
1. Lesson—Never Give Up 
2. Lesson—Overcoming Poor Decisions 
 

F. Category: Self-Discipline 
1. Lesson—Anger/Conflict Management 
2. Lesson—Health 
 

G. Category: Courage 
1. Lesson—Standing up for Me 
2. Lesson—Sticking to what’s Right 
 

H. Category: Citizenship 
1. Lesson—What Is Freedom 
 

I. Category: Life Skills 
1. Lesson—Classic Literature 
2. Lesson—Conservation 
3. Lesson—Physical Fitness 

 
 

 
 
 

II. Learning for Life Categories and Reading Selections: 
 

A. Category: Respect 
1. Reading Selection--Profiles In Courage by J. 

Kennedy 
2. Reading Selection--Frozen Fire: A Tale of 

Courage by J. Houston 
3. Reading Selection--Number The Stars by L. 

Lowry 
4. Reading Selection--Thank You, Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr. by E. Tate 
 

B. Category: Responsibility 
1. Reading Selection--Family Under The Bridge by 

N. Carlson 
2. Reading Selection--Dog On Barkham Street by M. 

Stolz 
3. Reading Selection--Shoeshine Girl by C. Bulla  
4. Reading Selection--On My Honor by M. Bauer 

 

C. Category: Honesty/Trust 
1. Reading Selection--Bernard The Brave by M. 

Sharp 
2. Reading Selection--Anne Of The Green Gables by 

L. M. Montgomery 
3. Reading Selection--Nothing But The Truth by Avi 
4. Reading Selection--Charlotte’s Web by E. B. 

White 
5. Reading Selection--Maniac Magee by J. Sinelli 
6. Reading Selection--Shiloh by P.R. Naylor 
7. Reading Selection--Otherwise Known As Sheila 

The Great by J. Blume 
 

D. Category: Caring/Fairness 
1. Reading Selection--Ida Early Comes Over The 

Mountain by R. Burch 
2. Reading Selection--Frozen Fire: A Tale Of 

Courage J. Houston 
3. Reading Selection--Journey by P. MacLachlan 
4. Reading Selection--Monkey Island by P. Fox 
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Learning for Life Curriculum Support for Grade 6 
Reading (TAKS) 

 
 

       D.   Category: Caring/Fairness (continued) 
5. Reading Selection--Jemmy by J. Hassler 
 

E. Category: Perseverance 
1. Reading Selection--The Call Of The Wild by J. 

London 
2. Reading Selection--The River by G. Paulson 
3. Reading Selection--Lily’s Crossing by P.Giff 
4. Reading Selection--Amelia Earhart by B. Davis 
5. Reading Selection--The Back Of The Beyond: A 

Story Of Lewis And Clark by A. R. Bowen 
 

F. Category: Self-Discipline 
1. Reading Selection--Charley Skedaddle by P. 

Beatty 
2. Reading Selection--Hatchet by G. Paulsen 
3. Reading Selection--Sarah, Plain And Tall by P. 

MacLachlan 
4. Reading Selection--Number The Stars by L. Lowry 
5. Reading Selection--Shiloh by P. R. Naylor 

 
G. Category: Courage 

1. Reading Selection--Profiles In Courage by J. 
Kennedy 

2. Reading Selection--The Call Of The Wild by J. 
London 

3. Reading Selection--Shiloh by P. R. Naylor 
4. Reading Selection--Hatchet by G. Paulsen 
5. Reading Selection--Lassie Come Home by E. 

Knight 
6. Reading Selection--Where The Red Fern Grows by 

Rawls 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
H. Category: Citizenship 

1. Reading Selection--My Side Of The Mountain by 
J. George 

2. Reading Selection--Charley Skedaddle by P. 
Beatty 

3. Reading Selection--Number The Stars by L. Lowry 
4. Reading Selection--Monkey Island by P. Fox 
5. Reading Selection--Profiles In Courage by J. 

Kennedy 
 

I. Category: Life Skills 
1. Reading Selection--Adventures Of Pinocchio by C. 

Collodi 
2. Reading Selection--The Lion, The Witch and The 

Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis 
3. Reading Selection--Secret Garden by F. H. Burnett 
4. Reading Selection--The Wind In The Willows by 

K. Grahame 
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Grade 6 Reading TAKS Objectives and Student 
Expectations Supported by Learning for Life Lessons 

and Reading Selections 
 

Objective 1: The student will demonstrate a basic understanding of 
culturally diverse written texts. 
 
(6.9) Reading/Vocabulary development. The student acquires an 

extensive vocabulary through reading and systematic word study. 
The student is expected to 

 
(B) draw on experiences to bring meanings to words in context 
such as interpreting [idioms,] multiple meaning words, and 
analogies (6-8); 
 
(D) determine meanings of derivatives by applying knowledge of 
the meanings of root words such as like, pay, or happy and affixes 
such as dis-, pre-, or un- (4-8); and  
 
(F) distinguish denotative and connotative meanings (6-8). 

 
(6.10) Reading/comprehension. The student comprehends selections 

using a variety of strategies. The student is expected to 
 

(F) determine a text’s main (or major) ideas and how those ideas 
are supported with details (4-8); and 
 
(G) paraphrase and summarize text to recall, inform, or organize 
ideas (4-8). 
 

Objective 2: The student will apply knowledge of literary elements to 
understand culturally diverse written texts. 
 
(6.12) Reading/text structures/literary concepts. The student analyzes 

the characteristics of various types of texts (genres). The student is 
expected to 

 
(F) analyze characters, including their traits, motivations, conflicts, 
points of view, relationships, and changes they undergo (4-8); 
 

 
 
 
 
 
(G) recognize and analyze story plot, setting, and problem 
resolution (4-8); and 
 
(J) recognize and interpret literary devices such as flashback, 
foreshadowing, and symbolism (6-8). 
 

Objective 3: The student will use a variety of strategies to analyze 
culturally diverse written texts. 
 
(6.10) Reading/comprehension. The student comprehends selections 

using a variety of strategies. The student is expected to 
(E) use the text’s structure or progression of ideas such as cause 
and effect or chronology to locate and recall information (4-8); 
 
(I) find similarities and differences across texts such as in 
treatment, scope, or organization (4-8); and  

 
            (L) represent text information in different ways such as in outline,   
                  timeline, or graphic organizer (4-8). 
 
(6.11) Reading/text structures/literary concepts. The student analyzes   
             the characteristics of various types of text (genres). The student is   
             expected to 
 

(A) identify the purposes of different types of texts such as to 
inform, influence, express, or entertain (4-8); 

 
(C) compare communication in different forms such as [contrasting 

a dramatic performance with a print version of the same story 
or] comparing story variants (2-8); and 

 
(H) describe how the author’s perspective or point of view affects  
       the text (4-8). 
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Grade 6 Reading TAKS Objectives and Student 
Expectations Supported by Learning for Life Lessons 

and Reading Selections 
 

Objective 4: The student will apply critical-thinking skills to analyze 
culturally diverse written texts. 
 
(6.10) Reading/comprehension. The student comprehends selections 

using a variety of strategies. The student is expected to 
 

(H) draw inferences such as conclusions or generalizations and 
support them with text evidence [and experience] (4-8); and 
 
(J) distinguish fact and opinion in various texts (4-8).  
 

(6.11) Reading/literary response. The student expresses and supports 
responses to various types of texts. The student is expected to 
 
(C) support responses by referring to relevant aspects of text [and 

his/her own experiences] (4-8); and 
 
(D) connect, compare, and contrast ideas, themes, and issues across 

text (4-8). 
 
 
(6.12) Reading/text structures/literary concepts. The student analyzes 

the characteristics of various types of texts (genres). The student is 
expected to 
 
(I) analyze ways authors organize and present ideas such as through 
cause/effect, compare/contrast, inductively, deductively, or 
chronologically (6-8); and 
 
(K) recognize how style, tone, and mood contribute to the effect of 
the text (6-8). 

 
 
 
 
  

       
 

 
 


