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Lesson Plan
Ask stu dents wh et h er they ’ve ever won dered how

ob serva n t t h ey are . That is, wh en they see a pers on
or a place , h ow well do they see , and how well can
t h ey tell som eone else what they ’ve seen ?

Tell them : If you see a cri m e , i t’s impo rtant to be
a ble to tell exa ct ly what happen ed and what the pe o-
ple looked like who were involved . W h et h er or not the
person who did the crime is pu n i s h ed could depend on
h ow well you rem em ber what you saw. Tod ay, you’ ll se e
just how well you can rem em ber what you se e . We’ ll
do some activi ties to let you descri be situ a tions and
pe opl e . T h en we’ ll talk about how acc u ra te you r
d e scri ptions were .

Ac tivi ty 1: Bri ef ly (for five to 10 seconds) display a
do ll . Th en hide the do ll from sigh t , and ask stu den t s
to de s c ri be it. List iden ti f ying fe a tu res on the boa rd as
s tu dents rec a ll them . Com p a re stu den t s’ de s c ri pti on s
of the do ll with its actual appe a ra n ce . How acc u ra tely
did the stu dents de s c ri be its len g t h , skin co l or, h a i r
co l or, eye co l or, co l or and type of cl o t h i n g, etc . ?

Ac tivi ty 2: Refer to the sheet “To Report a Cri m e .”
The sheet can also be found in the stu dent work-
boo k . Discuss in detail how to report a cri m e .

Ac tivi ty 3: Have the stu dents work in pairs to com-
p l ete an ob s erva ti on activi ty. All ow 30 to 45 secon d s
for stu dents to ob s erve details abo ut their partn ers ,
i n cluding hairs tyl e , hair co l or, j ewel ry, h ow cl o t h i n g
f i t s , s h oe styl e , co l or of cl o t h i n g, etc . Ask stu dents to
tu rn their backs to each other and make three
ch a n ges in their appe a ra n ce , su ch as rem oving ear-
ri n gs , ro lling up sleeve s , ch a n ging watch to other
a rm , etc . Have stu dents then tu rn around and try to
i den tify what ch a n ges their partn ers made .

Ac tivi ty 4: Perform the ob s erva ti on exercise as fo l-
l ows . Ask stu dents to keep in mind that the goal of
this activi ty is to dem on s tra te to them s elves how
acc u ra tely they see what happens in real life . Have a
vo lu n teer en ter the room and act su s p i c i o u s ly. As k
the vo lu n teer to commit a “c ri m e ,” su ch as preten d i n g
to steal som et h i n g.

Di s tri bute and explain the work s h eet “ De s c ri bi n g
the Scen e ,” p a rts A and B ( or have the stu dents get it
f rom the stu dent work boo k ), for stu dents to com-
p l ete indivi du a lly abo ut what they saw the vo lu n teer
do. All ow stu dents abo ut 10 minutes for stu dents to
com p l ete parts A and B. Have the vo lu n teer retu rn
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to the room and tell what actu a lly happen ed . Have
s tu dents com p a re their work s h eet re s ponses (thei r
percepti ons) with what actu a lly happen ed . F i n a lly,
h ave stu dents com p l ete part C indivi du a lly.

Ref l ec ti on : Discuss with the stu den t s : How ob serva n t
a re you? What was difficult about the activi ties? W hy
or why not? What did you learn tod ay? W hy is it
i m po rtant to learn to be re a lly ob servant? What wi ll
you pra cti ce ?

Recogn i ti on : See “Cl a s s room In s tru cti on s ,” p a ge 5,
for inform a ti on rega rding recogn i ti on s .
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A C T I V I T Y  2

TO REPORT A CRIME

1. Call 911 to report a crime in progress (while it is being committed).

2. Tell the location of the crime (where it is happening).

3. Tell the type of crime (what is happening).

4. Give your name and address if different from No. 2.

5. Tell what direction the perpetrator (whoever did it) is going in. You might be asked 
if the person is on a particular street, near a particular building, etc.

6. Tell how the person is traveling (on foot, in a car, etc.). If the person is in a car,
describe the car.

7. Give a physical description of each offender (person who committed the crime),
including

a. clothing the person is wearing (type and color)

b. the person’s hair and skin color

c. the person’s approximate height and weight

8. Describe the weapon, if any was used.

9. If possible, have someone keep watching the situation while you are on the phone,
and tell you any other information. If you remember more information after you
hang up, call back.

10. Stay on the phone until the dispatcher tells you that you have given all the information
the police need. Let the dispatcher ask the questions. Do not interrupt unless there 
is some new or important information you need to give. Otherwise, wait until the
d i s p a t cher asks all the questions, then add any other information you think will help.

11. Stay calm. Talk in a clear voice; don’t scream or cry, which can waste valuable time
because the dispatcher can’t understand you.

Note: By phoning 911, your call is treated as an emergency. It is answered right away. 
As you talk to the dispatcher, the phone number of the phone you are using flashes on 
a screen. If the call is disconnected, the dispatcher can call you back for more informa-
tion. Call 911 only for emergencies and crimes in progress.
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A C T I V I TY  4

DESCRIBING THE SCENE

Part A: Remember the person who came into the room, and write a description of 
that person below. Include as many details as you can remember about how the 
person looked.

Race/nationality _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Sex ________________________________________________________________________________

Age_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Height (approximate)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Weight (approximate) _______________________________________________________________

Hair color and length _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Beard, mustache, or sideburns: color, length, style _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Eyes: color, eyebrows, distance apart, glasses _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Complexion: color, blemishes _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Scars or marks: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Speech: choice of words, volume, accent, grammar _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Way of walking: limp, fast, slow_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Teeth _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Hands and fingernails_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Shirt or blouse: color, type, condition _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Coat or jacket: color, type, condition _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Trousers or skirt: color, type, condition _______________________________________________

Shoes: color, type, soles, condition _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Jewelry ____________________________________________________________________________
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Part B: Write what happened when the person came into the room. Include as many
details as you can remember.

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Part C: Fill in these blanks after the person has come back and talked with you about
what happened.

1. Write down any details you missed about how the person looked.

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

2. Write down any details you missed about what happened.

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

A C T I V I TY  4  ( C O N T I N U E D )
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Directions: Have your child read each situation and decide what they
would do.

FA M I LY/HOME AC T I V I TY

T h e m e : Exhibiting Responsible Citize n s h i p

G ra d e : S i x t h

Dear parent/guardian, here is a character-building activity to do with
your child as part of the school’s Learning for Life program. It reinforces
the Learning for Life lesson that was taught in the classroom.

Goal: A great number of crimes that occur go unreported.
This lesson focuses on the actions your child should take
if they witness a crime.

Activity: What would I do if . . .?

Materials: Copy of worksheet
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W H AT  W O U L D  I  D O  I F  . . . ?

Read each situation. What would you do if this were you?

1. You were watching television one night when the news showed a fuzzy
picture of a person who robbed the corner store in your neighborhood. You
are pretty sure that it is a picture of your best friend’s brother.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2. A sign was posted at the community center looking for math tutors for
younger children. You are a pretty good math student.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3. You overheard some kids in your neighborhood talking about buying
some drugs, specifically cocaine and ecstasy. You know the names of the
kids, but not much else about them.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4. You are walking home from school and you see a very small child you
don’t know alone and crying on the sidewalk.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________


